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A ESC RIP'TION 
Eo OF TRUE GODLINESS, 
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„ vnn our. Lives thereunto. 
| HE life 3 nature e of Chriſt, alt; 
I true Chriſtians, who have the 
rt ſpirit. of Chriſt, may find in them- 
ſelves; and others may have ſome 
ſenſe thereof by reading and well con- 
. ſidering the contents of the fifth, ſixth 
and e chapters of Matthew, 
+ where it is ſaid, that“ Jeſus ſeeing 
the multitude, went up into a moun- 
= *©.tain, and when he was ſet, his diſ-. 
ER... ciples came unto him, and he open- I 
* mouth and taught them; 
and what he taught his diſciples thaw, 1 "I 
be teacheth all true Chriſtians now: . | 
2 for. E he ahendon, the e oh 


\ 


2 And the Way ty enki we moy con > 
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Wc an: dd well Sia now, ae! to ” 
end of the world will tabernatle. with 
all the Lord's redeemed, to be their 
teacher; and as many as walk after 

this Spirit are taught of Chriſt, and 
Walk in his footſteps: for as no vine 
beareth one kind of grape, and he. 
branches another, ſo every member 

_ - of Chriſt anſwereth the life of Chrift 

in his converſation; he is humble, 

_ lowly, meek; merciful, patient, peace- * 

able, juſt, upright, honeſt, and faith. 

ful: a Chriſtian is not known: by his 
words or his devotion; but by, his. © 

" works, his Opera his. life, nd his W 
. eee W 3 
I qchall not dali on all particulars i 08 

3, 3 contained in the forementioned chapʒk 

7 os ters, but chiefly on the five following 1 

exhortations or commands of our 

Lord; the leaſt of Which for a true 

trial of Chriſtianity, is more to be ob- . | - 
ſerved than the moſt ſpecious cere-. 48 

3 minen For the auge as well as the | 
. "a D 2. 8 _ humble,” 
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the ungodly as well as the godly, can 

conform to the one, but cannot run 

form to the e „ 
The true trial of C Chatham i is to 


he) found in the life and nature . 
Chriſt, if the Spirit of Chriſt hath the _ 


rule in us, theſe following fruits N 


. be broug ht forth by us. e 


I. In ll our communication, mag | 


0 will be yea, and our nay, nay; - : 
the word that 1 out © 
0 will be ſure. 4 


2 e Fog. 15 


e that 1 18 a Chit : ; indeed works 


Ot no neceſſity in himſelf, nor need to be 

urged by others, to bind is foul with | 

aft oath to perform his word, for ms 1 
. by of the Spirit of Life in his own 


"heart conſtrains him ſoo: d %% 


Chriſtians 1 in their communications =. 


weigh their words before they utter 


8 em, with their capacities to perform 


. N that a N an 7 


F 5 : 
' ee. « 5 3 wy : 
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| Sandi eve wel 
_ ciful, the fraudulent as well as the In, 


Yu 


T5 bY F not EM wk without Sole * Bo 0 
4 223 - righteous. law of God in their own 
hearts; and whenever ſuch violence i is. 
YN © done, terror enſues; and this makes 
good men, who live under the govern- 
ment of Chriſt, dread much more to 1 | 
break their words, than others do to 1 

forfeit their bonds; and this holy dread —_ 
makes our yea to be yea, and our nay N 


to be nay; this makes us cautious in 
dur promiſes, and: careful in our per- 
formances: the exhortation may be 
1 read i in Seripture, but the binding „ I 
mult. be known in our o.] Rn hen, 
all that have the Scripture have this 4 
rulez but unleſs we re a principle 
a ourſelyes, we eannot wak 
by this rule; and we muſt not only © 
baue ſuch a principle, but we muſt alſs- 
| y a continued practice, 
before it comes. to be our life, ur 
Centre, and our nature; till then ce 
wie may ſay, - ©. Theſe things Wpree 
$ wong 605.0 ; but cangot fo Theſe . = 


5 improve It: 


. 35 15 


. Wi we 075 0 eins 5 i 


_ ourſelves, that, though we have the 


"= the Scriptures; though we have. the 


Words of Chriſt, we are not in the | 


.._ life and nature ol Chriſt; our yea . 
. not yea, and our: nay, nay; in our. 
communication; our words and our. ig. 
8 Promiſes, are ndt ſtedfaſt and ſure. 
1 Swearing, in the communication. 


"THO of Chriſtians, is ſuperfluous; for where. 


| truthrules in the heart, there cannot 
be falſhood in the lips. Prove a pro- 
feſſed Chriſtian by this Rule, weigh 
him in this balance: if his yea, be yea, — 8 
1 and his nay, nay, in all his communi- 
e cation; if he be a man of his word 5 
all times; if his performances be one 


| With Bis promiſes, herein he abides 53 


in the doctrine of Chriſt; and this ! is 
an evident demonſtration chat he is 


ſo far a Chriſtian indeed.” Bur if 


\*: theſe. performances are „ 7 


Js he Rage a e ae he 


; * : 7 ** x 
1* * * ** 1 
' * {4 * x X. * 
. 4 +Y 7 


ptures, we walk not according 1 


„ 3 8 | 7 5 Ye. "> on. [4.0 Io. 92 


Is not in Labs Chriſtan nature; FR, as. 
1 faid before, what manner of grape 
the vine beareth, the branches there: 
of, if they continue in the vine —.— „ 
The ſecond iran” or com- 
tt of our Lord was this, Reſiſt 
not evil:” and this was not only bis  'f 
_ dodrine, but his Life and nature, 4 8 
we may plentifully read in Serip= 
ture. Though he met with revilings, _ 
ſha Wh e cruel uſage, 
ve do not find that he was once mor 
eld thereby, much leſs that ever he re 
fiſted; but gave his face to the ſmiter, 
| wy” Uls cheeks. to them that plucked "3 _ 
off the hair; and when he was led ass 
a lamb to the ſlaughter, Che was aa 
„ ſheep dumb before the ſhearer, he _ 
opened not his mouth:“ ſo much as 
to ſay, What have 1 done?” Whyis - 2 7 
it A 3 


Now the: uit i ths Spit, in 5 2 by 
head and members, captain and fal- 
oy i e e 


om, Chrift 5 ee are 1 


0 Ga in nature; for as Chriſt was humble, 


lowly, meek, patient, peaceable, un- 


Aemer all his ſufferings, lo are Cs, 


Xo if Chriſtians indeed; they render not 


: evil for evil, they alice” not an eye 
FTeor an eye, nor a tooth for a tooth; 


revenge of any kind is far from them, | 
dut as patience and forbearance was 


the life and nature of Chriſt, ſo it is 
RE the life and nature of all Chriſtians, 


as they grow in Grace, and come to 
dhe fulneſs of the ſtature of Chriſt. 
And by this alſo, profeſſors . 
deen . may prove themielves, 5 
Whether they are Chriſtians indeed; 
for it is the deed that manifeſteth all 
ings, for bad men may have we 
words; forms may be imitated, but 
the patience, the meekneſs, and for- 5 
bearance that dwelt in Chriſt, and may 


be found in alle Chriſtians, can- ig 
5 "I, not be imitated. If any vice hath > 


head i in 0 make what ey we. 


WISE $4 


wee ſhall be apt to ſmite; mY we are 


1517 


N i "To Has: of that: vice will "WY e 
| brought: forth by us; we ſhall be 
proud, weſhall be covetous, we ſ halb 
be envious: if we are reviled, we ſhal!l 
be apt to revile; if we are ſmitten, 


ſued at the law. cauſeleſsly, w hall 

be apte to fue; whilſt it is Thom we are 
in the world's nature, its ſpirit land! 
the rule over us, and not the bel, 
meek, lamb-like fpirit of Jeſus. 
5 Ahe third ere or comma "Ry 
EL 5 Chriſt was this, Love your eue- 

2 mies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 

So 2 to them that hate vou, 3 
We for them who See us 
4 you; and perſecute you.” - 23 - 
Ik! Thisalſo was not only the e „„ 
3 ow the life and nature of Chrift, ſo =: „ 


# 
* ” 
2 
* 


i the life and nature of Chriſtians fx 


Who are thoroughly ieavencd wich the +," 
5 . ſpiri It ot Chriſt. 7 8 2 TY 2 ns 1 
ie cabin the ſpirit of n.. 
3 and in under the e 1 
„35 . 5 _ 


* 


1 56 1 10 : 


Arent can la the beben of ain 
man; for by creation we: are alt the 


workmanſhip: of God's hands; and 


all true Chriſtians | 7 that enmity, - 
- hatred, curſing, ſpike; en and perſecution, 
| 93 not from men or women as 


1929 they" are the Lord's creation; but as 


they have loſt his image, and thereby 

become emptied. of good, and filled 
with evil; for as an evil ſpirit comes 
to have the rule over us, evil ti: 1 
will be brought forth by us. | 
Could we b Tar ſee: rn din we 
a but obſerve our own: natures, with the 
fruits we bring forth in our lives, we 


. might eaſily judge of ourſelves and o- 1 


ſtters, whether we were converts or 


not; whether the fpirit of Chriſt, 


the ſpirit of this world had the rulein. = 


us, and over. us; for the cou 


clares who are led by the meek ſpirir | 


| lives, eſpecially in times of trial, "IM = 


of Jeſus; and who are not; who. dre 


1 Toned ed with the lexven.of * Pp 
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2 5 1 „ 
9.00 Ad hd are not; nn. e 
ſober, upright, godly life, and who! do” 
not; for | it is not our words, hut our 
2 that manifeſts what n 5 
b rule in us, and over us. 
For until, by converſion, our na- . 5 
tures come to be changed, we cannoſt 
3 enemies; while wWe have enmity 
againſt them; we cannot bleſs them, 
we cannot pray for them, we ſhall be 
N to do them 87 but far from 
| doing tem ee od. ut e „ 
Come, profeſſors: = e 5 
ay aſide your forms that you have 
— 25 3 ade about; meaſure your-! 
3 ſelves by this line, try yourſelves by; _ 
this touchſtone; are you reduced WW 
ſuch a frame of ſpirit as to love out 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 
16%. 40 good to them that hate you, 8 „ 
51 2 ay for them that deſpitefully uſe 
you, and perſecute you? A is 
2 true e 1 denen ages 
AUS lite . nature 6. 5 
Ky = 7 5 ko Ton CO De Chriſt 
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Chriſt ehe foxes have nat the: ie 
birds of the air havc neſts, but the 55 

ſon of man had not where to la 

is head; yet he was content; his 


. OP thoughts run not out on things pertain- 
ing to the body; it was meat anddrinæxk 
Auunto him to do his Father's will ane 


to finiſh the work that he was ſent to 
do; a work that none before him e- 
ver did, namely, the fulfilling of al! 
righteouſneſs, by doing the thing that . 
was right in the hol courſe of his 
life, as a precędent to all his followers. 
And as many as have found the 
| kingdom of God and his righteouſ. 
= _ nels, and are come to live under the _, 
A rule and government of a right ſpirit, 
haaave the mind of Chriſt; though they 
live in the world, their thoughts mn. 
not out after the world, a true Chri- 
tian is diligent in his calling, moderate 
in his expence, content in his ſ tat,; 
takes but little thought what he £ thalt. | 5 
8 or LIN * e or ee WE 8 


We ve his fall beclothed; ki dees 
nneſs, and his thoughts are exerciſed 


= videmsis; his honeſt endeavours are at- 


the world, the honour' of the world, 


tures; their thoughts run far more, 


"44 20 


in juſtice, equity, truth and faithful. 
therein; and reſting on God's pro- N 


my tended with a bleſſing. . ps | 
ER  Ungodly men ſeek the ward firſt, Pb 
I may fay firſt and laſt; the riches of DO 


.- ME; pleaſure of the world, and the 6 
pPraiſe of the world; «What they ſhall * 1 
© eat, or what they ſhall drink“ to 
7 pleaſe their appetites, *what they ſhall 
.< puton' to be accounted great in the 
world, and to have the pre-eminence 
Ar and before their fellow-crea- 5 85 


how they ſhall be conformable to the * 
faſhions of the world, than how they . | 

_ ſhall beconformable to the like, nature, .. 

3 and doctrine of Chriſt. 2 
This is the natural ſlate 10 the fons — 
and daughters of men, whilſt ey N 
continue in a Nate of d egen „ 


* . 
S 


"tha 40 1 
bend to the evict 61 Iracl, 


and ſtrangers to that covenant 6K 5 
| promiſe that the Lord made with the 


douſe of jacob. And to a better ſtate 
none can come, but by ſeeking and 
+ - Htinding the kingdom of God and his 


ET -righteouſneſ, or the rule and e 
ment of Chriſt, by his eternal ſpirit 


. 5 in their own amee; ; there the ſeed 
is ſowyn; there the aper is laid; there : : 


Z I 1 «i 12 18 e e ot Te 


the pearl of great price is found, but 
not without digging deep; for whilſt 3 
vice is uppermoſt, virtue is lowermoſt; 
While fin reigns, the power of Grace : 


fluſſers; the bringing down of the one 4 


is the exaltation of the other; there : 

5 0 mut be a death unto ſin before there 
can be a new birth unto righteouſneſs, Ys 
and a growth in righteouſneſs, before 
ve can centre in that content, fo as 
to take no «thought what we ball „ 
“ or what we ſhall drink, or' 1 of 

Y « withal we ſhall be cloathed;” And by 
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: feſt; to beck 152 kingdom of God, and 
his righteouſneſs; firſt to Nic the 5 
rule and government of a right ſpirit 
in himſelf; for this qualifies him and 
makes him capable of leading a Chriſ- 
tian life, and of performing Chriſtian. 
duties both to God and man. . 
I; be fifth and laſt branch of the” 

: life; nature, and doctrine of Chriſt, - - | 
| that T ſhall here inſiſt upon is this. 

All things whatſoever ye would 
& that men ſhould do unto you, do 
ye even ſo unto them, for that is 
Ln the law and the prophets;” for 
this is that the righteous Lord God _ 

X required from his people in all ages. 
Ibis doing is accounted by man x 
ny xcalpila: profeſſors of Chriſtianity „inn 

our preſent age, a moral Ae mee Sn 6 
and ſo but a mall part, or rather no 


part of true godlineſs; but - rightly: 


conſidered, all actual righteouſneſs if : 9885 


it proceed from a 55 ſpirit, is in- 


itſolf the true eee of faith; 5 
Ü RC and 
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and that A8 60 ity, Alich * peed | 
formed from'a carnal mind, in imi- 
tation of good men's practices, but 
not of their life and nature: for if the 
tree be known by its fruits, fruit 


5 manifeſteth ou nature of the tre. 


| Moles, an admiration of . Fa 


juſtice and y that the Lord re- 


quireth from the ſons and daughters 
of men, under the adminiſtration of 
the law, uttered theſe words, What 


Angie in dene 10. great, wind ad 


'< 2 and judgments ſo righteous, 


2 4 70 r * And doth the law of the 


. . Y ſpiritof life require leſs righteouſneſs 
from Chriſtians, than that outward 
3 Jaw did from the Jews? I tell you 


nay, but rather more, for that more 
power is given to all true Chriſtians 3 


. to perform acts of righteouſneſs. 


Were the underſtandings ef all FX 


Ml this law that I ſet before 


ves are called nen ee <1 


wt. 


but hearts to prove hene 105 
ian rule, meaſure them- 
ſelves by this ſtraight line, weigh. 
themſelves in this equal balance, the 
following ſorts of men and women, 
with many others, would no more 


by this Chr 


Paſs for true Chriſtians, 1 in God's ac- 
count, than clipt and counterfeit 
money, when it came: to che b 
Wound: in men's account. 


Vas firſt, all ſuch who in fairs _ 

e by perverting juſtice, or other 
ſubtle contrivances, ] poſſeſs themſelves 8 3 15 3 3 
* r lands, or goods, that they 12 f 5 4 1 
| Secondly 5 all fork who. by violent ol 


obbing, or private ſtea ing, tak 
3 Which! is not their own. . 


; Thirdly, all ſuch who data: the ET 
wages of the hireling, OT grind 8 : | 


ceſſities of the poor, by beatiu 


down. he value of heir ane rl bo, 
| they: cannot live thereby. ö 
-W e all fuck. who in ade W 

. 1 dein EE 


. 1 
"A - | * 
* 9 
F 4 ? 4 
* h . 0 Ws 
* « . - % 
i , c „ 


Lads uſe light. ich Gon mea- 
| furez or any other kind of deceit.” 
_ © -Fifthly, all ſuch who. caſt their 
| burdens on other men 8 ſhoulders, .. 

o free themſelves. 

Sixthly, all fuch as 5 either give or 
take bnbes, © i! 

Seventhly, all f oh who ke; wages 
to ſerve, and are not faithful to mer 
truſt. 

bo Eightiy, all ſuch WR PU con- 
tracts and perform not the ſame; or 
ocngage themſelves by Promiſes, and 
_ have no regard to their wort. 
* Ninthly, all ſuch who by . re- 
ports, Whiſperings, or backbiting, ſow 
2: the ſeeds of firite,” create Oe 
b quench charity. | 
None of theſe abide in the dofttine.: 

3 of Chriſt, none of theſe do as oy . 

- would be done unto; tho they bear 
a2 Chriſtian name, they. are ſtrangers 
to a Chriſtian life; they live not un- 
1 der Chriſt's e ey are 


T1 


not «frayed BY 3 a renne ol baten. 7 


nen.. 
To become ungodty is an easy 


| things for if our backs are turned on 
God, we have nothing in our eye 


but the world and the vanities there- 


of, promiſing us ſuch e chat 5 


lite elſe is minded. 


But the great difficulty ! is to he- © 
come godly again; though thouſands _ . 
are employed therein, little ſhew doth 
appear; for in the eyes of degenera- 
ted men, there is no lovelineſs in chat 5 
Path; and therefore the great quer 
, By what way may the proud be- 
come humble, the wild become ſober, 


the covetous become content, the 


fraudulent become juſt, the intemper- '$: 


ate become moderate, the incontinent 


become: chaſte, the unfaithful become 
faithful; I know many will ſay, by 

4 hearing good miniſters, reading good + 
books, and conferring with good men. 
| 8 theſe things have been tried, and : 
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that 5 Kreml years, 1 5 many, y oy Ye 
no ſuch change hath Her NEO 


Verchz as pi 

If advice, 1 or ma 
would. effect this great work we 
need not go any farther: than the 
heavenly, ſayings "of Chriſt, in the . py 
foreſaid fifth, ſixtligh$teventh ch 


ters of Matthew; for if v we could. ear 
all the miniſters in the World, read 
all the good books in the world, and 
. confer Wü all the good men in the 
| world, we could not have better ad- 
n ounſel and exhortation, than i * 
Fs contained | in thoſe three chapters. 
By hearing/good miniſters} read» 
lag good books, 5 conferring with 
y be convicted, 
thoroughly, . but as 


good Men, W 
but not 
virtue bath a ſpring. ſo: vice hath a 
root that mere words will not reach. 
he ſtrength of ſin is the growth of 
2” wy ſeed that the wicked one hath 
8 in che inward 2 of the ſons 


and 


#3 
9 a. 


by 


, <  -Yod 


nl. 


and ee BY men; and foraſ- 


much as the cauſe is within, it is im- 


poſſible it ſhould be wholly removed 
by things without; but as the cauſe is 


within, ſo the cure muſt be within, 
! ing the body of fin, or 


bringing down the Rrength thereof. 
There is no unrighteous thing done, 


but there is an inward motion before 


there is any outward action; and by 


that light which enlighteneth every 
man that cometh into the world; if 


our eyes are inward, we may, durs 


Ing theday of our viſitation, ſee thoſe _ 
motions, and the way to mortify the 
bee of ſin is to deny and turn from 


every ſuch motion in the riſing there- 
of; and fo. to cruſh the cockatrice in 
the ſhell; for in their riſing the 
are weak and. powerleſs, and may be 


eaſily turned back. And if we do FR 8 > 'H 


not ſuppreſs. vice in the riſing theres 


> it will continue our lord; but by % _- 


, 4 - N. * * a 
. * * 1 * 
J . : 5 * 
. oy * ; I, F 
. * K od - N S. 
i 
* " 
N 48, 1 | 
— 


. fuch denial we 1 doyn | 
a which would ariſe and reign in 
us, and over us; whether it be pride, 
covetouſneſs, envy, falſehood, or any 
other vice whatever; for the more 
denials are given to vice, the fewer 
aſſaults it will make; the ſtronger the 


oppoſition, the weaker the attempt; 


as yielding gives vice ground to grow 


from a ſeed to a body, denials bring 


it down from a bady to a feed; fo - 
that though forming. thereof may” 


axiſe in 5 it doth not reign over us; 
Hat is ii fubjection to the ſceptre of 


righteouſneſs, or "le of a . 
. Fe: 50 > $42 


. When the axe is laid to 1 1 90 
bf the corrupt tree, a reformation be- 
gins within; the life of righteouſneſs 
ands in the mortification of ling 


8 _ avhich-i is an inward work. Ae! Pirit 


I |: "3 b- of this world muſt be brought down, - 
before the Ou of 85 . can =: 8 


ed in us. 
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By this we come to have the bleſ- 
by pig well as the birthright ;:for the 
bleſſing is not to the exalted mind 
but to the poor in ſpirit, ne 
mereiful, to che ps im Neat ; 
hunger and thirſt, not after riches and ; 
all that- hungerand thirſt after: it, will 
endeavour to ſatisfy 
an increaſe of it. 
Now a talent a mel iby - 
ping hid in a napkin; if we word _—_ 
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© And this 1 ul dealing g 28 Te hee nf 
5 hi comes to reign, will be no hard 
thing, for as we accuſtom ourſelves 
thereunto it will be uppermoſt; it will 
be as a diligent handmaid, ready to of- 
fer her ſervice, and every act of righte- 
ouſneſs performed in a right ſpirit 
hath its reward; Which is 2 only. - 
an anſwer. of peac but Joy in E: 
17255 oy Ghoſt. ; 
T cannot eee myGll; « nor 


1 Aa other after we are awakened un- 
to righteouſneſs,” to any better way 


for the reforming of our lives, than 


do turn our eye into the gift of God 
In durſelves; that by his candle we 
mama lee. the riſing of vice, and fo 
deny it; that the contrary, which is 
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grace and truth, may riſe and rein 
in us; for that! is our ee chat is is our 2 


a, e tine in our 5 


truments key” ly 
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work, wala the: * man OY be 


put off; which is an inward work; 
and howiis a ſorry gueſt put off, or a 
man that urgeth for that we are not 
willing to grant, but by en bim, | 
and turning from him? 
Should we enter into "reaſoning 
with any motions of ſin, it is much 
if we are not overcome thereby, for 
that is the nature of ſin, not to turnn 
back at a ſmall denial, eſpecially if it 
be a ſin that hath prevailed. over Us 55 
before; but in turning therefrom we 
give it the repulſe; if WN hearken⸗ e 
ed unt, it goes back. „ 
And as the old man is s put off, this 2 
new man is put on; as vice is denied, 7 5 
virtue is embraced: and this new mann 
makes us new creatures; that whick 
is created after God renews in us tze 
image of God; and bearing that! image 
in holineſs Ga righteouſneſs our con. + 
verſations will declare 1 us to o be Qhrix 
as ne 0 eee 
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bert ing on words without any ſenſe o 


_ all vice, they would be not only 


Bit if this old man with: "TA deeds 
1 darkneſs be not put off, the new: 
man that is ereated after God's image 
in righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
will not be put on; and thoug 
have been awakened: unto xi 
neſi, we ſhall fall afleep again, — 
in one form anch fame in another, 


power or life; and this gad Neeps 
appears to bea dead ficep; for thoughs = 
we may hear much ſpoken againſt = 
ride, covetouſneis, envy, &c. e are 
not ſo much as tauehed there with „but 
continue to live in the o ohen es 


weregke ie enteric ( 
205 the Gs e men 


es are called: Chrithzans, gen ir 
their concern to be Chriſtians 1: 
1 mortifying in Wasen — 
a this world, which is the e M 
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00 1 all wrongs and injuries | 


would determine and be at an end; 


man; grace would grow; humility, 


virtues would e themlelves; they 
would be another manner of people 
in their converſations; their words | 
and their works: would be juſt, up- 
F and Rory ene on comme: 


ſoever, even as we would that they 


the rule and gove 


| 4% eee as ourſelves: which is 
5 33 —_ of all po rs ee 8 


love would ſpring both to God nd | 
and all other : 


going to all men in all OY Si 1 


ſhould do unto us? A living under: 

ment of a right, _ 
_ qualite ws and makes us l 
eve ry. Chriſtina + 


wy” 
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. iſa yet; it is equally as real a8 if a 
man heard the voice laying, Mas is 5 
„ the way, walk in it. . 
Andthis ſecret direction of Almighty 1 
| God i is principally ſeen in matters re: 
lating to the good of the ſoul, yet it 
may alſo be found in the concerns of 
this life, which a good man that fears 
God and begs his direction, muy IP i 
often if not at all times, find. . 
I can call my own. experience 8 
witneſs. that, even in the external | 
actions of my whole life, I was never 
_ diſappointed of the beſt guidance and.” 
direction, when I have, in humility * . 
and ſincerity; implored the fſeeret 
direction and n of che divine „ 
Ba, Wiſdom... . —_— 
The e of he ſecret. — 8 = = 
_mcitivn of the ſpirit of God in the 
heart, is an effectual means to cleanſe 4M 
and ſanctify thy heart, and the more 1 2 * 
a is > attended: unto, thas more it oo ii 


e * 


tte midſt of thy temptations. it will 
Th 0 be thy ſtren gth, and grace ſufficient | 

. for thee; in 1 midſt of 59 6 troubles 
5 * Kon be thy, light and thy 


5 55 never hear that voice more. 
It is impoſe for thee to enjoy 
at Which bet; make thee happy,; 
ual thou. art POT ſenſible -- 


De thou haſt of it thew —— e it vill humble 


46 ee it, ſo thou maß. 
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Xx 15 ports the ſame thing as waiting in the 
attributed to both: and is not 


here commanded to keep ſilence be- 


appears to call the immortal foul 3 in- 


8 15 


04 « theLord ſhall renew their frength? * 5 I 

in the firſt verſe of the next chapter | 

A ion: what 

is meant by waiting, in theſe words, 
EKeep ſilence before me, O Iſlands! ! 5 
W 1 * and let the people renew their 5 
„ ftrength ” Certainly this filence] im- 


former verſe, ſeeing the ſame eber is 


cCarnal mind and corrupt imagination =: 


fore God, that the ſoul may. properly wo 
5 ol of Wait, and watch unto prayer? The 
1 et adds, Let them come near, 


ien let them ſpeak.” This alfo 


to deep ſilence, that therein it may | 
ſirſt receive divine help to draw near 
in ſpirit to the great Jehovah, and 
then ſpeak forth its humble petition, 
under a ſenſe of that holy, ſolemn, 
awful reverence, which is due from 
A N creature in n its e £ 
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bath duly conſidered in whoſe pre- 


and thou u n earth, therefore let thy 


cates, how kh it behoves us to 
have a reverent ſenſe of the Majeſty | 


— 22 


and purity of the ſupreme ſearcher of 
hearts, and to be deeply humbled in- 
to a feeling of our inability and no- 


our lips. 


1 , When the args ha Thins was. i 1, 
0 56 [OY in a viſion, to behold the 2 E 
5 1 Sage * ep. py. 29 4 


Slade Maje 


Solomon, under an ca: Kauft of 1 
the Divine Greatneſs and Majeſty, Wo, 
. affords us this neceſſary caution when 

wee preſent ourſelves before him;* e 
| - not raſh with thy mouth;” This 
- | _ every ane certainly i is, who. preſumes 3 
| to ſpeak to the moſt high before. be; \ 


| ſence he is. He adde, Let not 
thine heart be haſty to utter any thing 

before God; for God is in heaven, 
. words be few.” "This plainly incul- 5 
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coal from the holy altar touched 
his lips, and purged away his ſin.— 

What a deep reverence of his Maker, 
and juſt abkorrence of ſelf filled his 
bundle mind, when he was favour- 
ed with this awhul ſight of the ſu- 
preme glory! How ſelf abaſing were 
his ſenfations, and em hatical k his ex- 
BB i anger he criec 
for l am undone, becauſe I am à man 


of unclean lips! and I dwell in the 
midſt of a people of unclean lips; for 


mine eyes have ſeen the King, the 


Tord of Hoſts! How different is this 
proceed 
ing from the powerful convictions of 


a 


Keartfelt icknowled 


_ the Holy Spirit, to thoſe dry, formal, 
e an Me cine Bun this hy 


- of bars wenn Chrifäane! Nerwith. 
= Bending 2 dizip le hath: net ſo 


* oh 


. a porti 


is great prophet, "had, yer every one 


8 cry, «Woe. is I ab: a tive” 


„Woe is me!” 
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3 donde to tender hls offering bn = 
5 We 1 what: 1 Aue aſcenfidi; 9 
„ of Chriſt, his diſciples were all-with * 
a necord; in one place, when . 
„ beg” were filled with the Holy As 
| Ghoſt,” Though: the text doth not” 
4 exprofity: fay, they were waiting in 
_ filence for ihe promiſe of the Father, 
ub it appears as Probable. they were, 
as that they were not; for their is ne 
mention of any vocal exerciſe amongſt - 
5 them at that time, before they Were — ol 
; influenced thereunto 05 that TRANS. 355.508 
5 Holy: he ot, whenee e ber begin to! 1 
3 « Spirit gave hem utterance.” T E | 2012 
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| agitated. Fa a vtec dei o 
running over a ayſkitude of expin: | 
| Hons, 1 

Waltag upon God i is abundantly . 
_riommended in holy writ, and wait- | 
ing in ſilence neceſſarily implied in 
orcder to hear his voice. My ſheep, 
“ faith the great Shepherd, hear my 
« voice. When is the ſoul fo capable 
of hearing the quickening language 
of his ſpirit, as in a ſtate of ſilent 
| fo 3 | * Watching for, and waiting to hear 
What he ſhall give it an underſtanding 
olf, and engage it in, as its requiſite 
FR and reaſonable duty, by the illumina- 


F 9 ting virtue and enlivenin 8 power. of 


| H ; his holy influence. . . 

y * Ihe heavenly ies of the Holy 
1 pirit is the very life and glory of the 
dif penſation, and is now. as 


3 4 tive age; elſe why was it promiſed 
3 0 e. as the OE) * leader „ 
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true believers; and why doth e 
apoſtle exhort © to pray always with NN. 
all ſupplication in the-ſpirit, and to 1 4 
watch thereunto with all reps. 
| ance?” „ 
Chriſt dwells! in the N of theſe 3 
«bg faith, as the holy, powerful, ap- 5 i 
pointed miniſter of the eee — 
true tabernacle, Which God hath pitch)! 
ed, and not man. He not only 2 5 5 
teacheth infallibly and convincingly, xc, 
but alſo rai th a hunger and thirſt 
"apo after a cloſer union with himſelf, andi 
a4 a fuller poſſeſſion and enjq; ment „„ 
1 "tis everlaſting righteouſneſs. - Thoſe 258M 
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who have attained this experience, Rod 


IO cannot but eſteem the time well ſpent. "if 
in ſilently waiting for his inſtruction 
e to pray for, and that he may 5 7 


open their underſtandings to diſcern + © s 


their preſent duty, and how to apply 
the ſacred writings to real profit, and * i 4 
ſo to commemorate what great things 
yu is” mexcifully done for their nec - 
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